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About Advocate

We believe that fair and equal access to justice is the
foundation of our society. That the quality of your legal
representation shouldn’t depend on the depth of your
pockets, but the merits of your case.
We exist to bridge the gap between the legal profession and
the public. To inspire and facilitate pro bono work by barristers,
and enable those to who need help, to contact those who can
provide it. We provide assistance in all areas of law, and at
all levels, from tribunals right through to the Supreme Court.
We are a charity, funded by the dedicated barristers who also
volunteer their time and skills. We work alongside like-minded
organisations to ensure that anyone who approaches us in their
time of need is treated with kindness and respect, and given
appropriate advice and guidance.
For more information about or to donate to support the work
of Advocate please visit the website at www.weareadvocate.org.uk
or contact us on enquiries@weareadvocate.org.uk

Thank you to our Corporate Partners for all their
support: DX, Place Campbell Chartered Accountants,
Child & Co, Fleet Street Wealth.
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From our Chairman

Lord
Goldsmith
QC
Chairman of the Judging Panel
and Founder and President
of Advocate

Pro bono becomes increasingly
important each year as the number
of litigants in person rises. This
year the access to justice sector
was hit hard by the loss of Lambeth
Law Centre after almost 40 years of
delivering advice to clients. Pro bono
can never replace well funded law
centres, but it plays an important
role in supporting the advice sector.
The Bar particularly continues to do
impressive work at the coal face of pro
bono – supporting the most vulnerable
in our communities and across the globe.
I never fail to be moved reading through
the Advocate award applications, and am
continually reminded of how proud I am
to be part of a profession that does such
important work.

Thank you to our headline sponsor:
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The Awards

Headline sponsored by Lexis Nexis.
The award categories this year are:
Young Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year

Pro Bono Chambers
Professional of the Year

Sponsored by Place Campbell

Sponsored by the Legal Practice
Management Association

Junior Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year

Pro Bono Innovation of the Year

Sponsored by Juriosity

Sponsored by the DX

Pro Bono QC of the Year

Pro Bono Chambers of the Year

Sponsored by Therium Access

International Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year
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Lifetime Achievement in
Pro Bono The Sydney Elland
Goldsmith Award

Bar Pro Bono Awards 2019

The Judges

The Bar Pro Bono Awards 2019
judging panel comprises:
Lord Goldsmith QC

Sarah Grainger

Chairman of the Judging Panel and
Advocate Founder and President

Editor, Counsel Magazine

John van der Luit-Drummond

Marianne Alton

Editor, The Legal 500 UK Bar and Asia Pacific

Winner of the Young Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year Award 2018

Athena Markides

Richard Atkins QC

Chair of the Young Barristers’ Committee

Chair of the Bar

Lucinda Orr

Lucy Barbet

Chair of the Employed Barristers’ Committee

Chairman of the Institute of Barristers’ Clerks

Leanne Target-Parker

Julie Bishop

Chair of the Bar Council Pro Bono Committee

Director of the Law Centres Network

The Secret Barrister

Lord Burnett
The Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales

Catherine Calder
and Robin Jackson
Co-Chairs of the Legal Practice
Management Association
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Criteria
•

Recognising the commitment to pro bono work demonstrated
by young barristers in recent years, this award celebrates a barrister
at the beginning of their career showing exceptional dedication
to increasing opportunities for access to justice.

•

Particular consideration will be given to those who have
demonstrated a significant time commitment over the last year.

•

Nominees for this award must be under seven years’ post
pupillage and should demonstrate that they are leading the pack
in encouraging others to undertake pro bono work.

Nominees:
Katharine Elliot 4-5 Gray’s Inn Square
Matt Lewin Cornerstone Barristers
Jennifer MacLeod Brick Court Chambers
Emmanuel Sheppard 3 Verulam Buildings
Miriam Smith 5 Paper Buildings
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Kindly supported by Place Campbell
Presented at Bar Conference

Nominations for

Young
Pro Bono Barrister
of the Year
2019
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Young Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Katharine was nominated by David Wright, Senior
Clerk at 4-5 Gray’s Inn Square.
She is being nominated for her impressive work
representing the campaign group, Stop Bengeo Quarry
(SBQ), who are a community of approximately 4,000
residents resisting plans for a proposed gravel quarry
on the edge of the town of Hertford.

Katharine
Elliot
4-5 Gray’s Inn Square

“Katharine is a credit to her
profession and she is very client
focused. The SBQ group could
not wish for better representation
and we are incredibly lucky to
have had Katharine represent
the community in this challenging
case, which would not have been
so successful without her
dedication and involvement.”

Katharine single-handedly drafted all of SBQ’s appeal
documents and presented their highly technical case to
a standard that impressed even the expert witnesses that
she examined. One of these witnesses later expressed
that Katharine is thoroughly deserving of recognition as
an outstanding young professional.
Katharine successfully resisted the appeal, meaning that
the quarry will not go ahead. SBQ said that they could not
have wished for better representation and believe they
would not have been as successful without Katharine’s over
200 hours of pro bono support. She has been repeatedly
praised for her professionalism throughout the process and
described as committed and dedicated.
In addition to this, Katharine has also taken on pro bono
work through Advocate. This included advice in relation
to a public planning inquiry with the very satisfied client
describing Katharine’s work as phenomenal.

Aśka Pickering,
Chairperson,
Stop Bengeo Quarry Group
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Junior Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Having successfully advised a client on a consumer
credit case in 2017, Matt’s pro bono work has since
gone from strength to strength. To help this particular
client, he drafted a detailed opinion on the complex
provisions in the Consumer Credit Act 1974, identifying
a number of potential defences based on technical
breaches of various procedural requirements.
This advice enabled the client to settle, meaning his
home was saved.

Matt Lewin
Cornerstone Barristers

“I don’t think the case had any
legal curiosities to make it
interesting and it was clearly
not going to be straightforward
or resolved quickly. No other
parties involved were keen to
be cooperative and I think the
outcome was only achieved
through a combination of Matt’s
persistence, wide knowledge,
experience and diplomacy.”
Pro Bono Client

After appropriate redactions and the client’s consent, Matt
was able to share his advice with Shelter who have then
helped others facing similar problems. Sharing his work in this
way has enabled Matt to have a much larger impact, helping
clients that he personally cannot reach but others can.
Following on from this, the Citizens Advice in Bristol referred a
similar case to Advocate, who then approached Matt. He took
the case all the way to trial where he successfully helped the
client have around £20,000 of debt wiped and the possession
claim dismissed.
He has since accepted further cases through Advocate,
helping other clients to keep their homes. Through Advocate
he has greatly assisted the Shelter Specialist Debt Advice
Service, offering representation, advice and his expertise
in public law. They describe Matt as always approachable,
friendly, prompt to respond and extremely generous with his
time, as well as an asset to the Advocate service. Matt’s clients
are incredibly grateful for the work that he does for them,
and note his quiet determination, empathy and kindness as
particularly remarkable.

Bar Pro Bono Awards 2019
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Young Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Jennifer was nominated by Victoria Wakefield QC
of Brick Court Chambers.

Jennifer
MacLeod
Brick Court Chambers

“It is an understatement to say
that Jennifer has gone ‘above
and beyond’ in relation to this
case. It is also crucial to state
that her expertise and ability in
the area of international human
rights litigation are greater, in my
opinion, than anyone else I know
at her level of call at the Bar.”
Dr Maeve O’Rourke,
Lecturer, National University
of Ireland and barrister,
33 Bedford Row
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Jennifer has been nominated in recognition of her
astonishing more than 450 recorded hours of pro bono
work over the past year. She displays an extraordinary
commitment to improving women’s rights, working
on international cases to assist victims of domestic
violence and abuse. The significance and enormity of
the work she is carrying out is simply too large to do
justice in such a short summary.
She has worked in this field from an international perspective;
successfully arguing that the law in Georgia systemically
infringed the rights of victims of domestic violence, contending
that Russia’s policy for prosecuting domestic abuse was
discriminatory, and arguing that the Irish state has failed to
properly investigate abuse suffered by women interned in the
Magdalene Laundries. She has also worked extensively on
this topic closer to home, including bringing the high profile
systemic challenge against the CPS’s approach to prosecuting
rape, and also challenging the prosecution of rape victims for
perverting the course of justice. This work has the potential to,
and does, change women’s lives.
In addition to this, Jennifer takes on cases for Advocate and
encourages others to do the same. She does not see pro
bono work as a nice add-on to a busy practice. She views the
advancement of access to justice as a core part of her job
as a barrister.
Jennifer received a flood of support for her nomination, all
of whom remark on her dedication and commitment. One
described a time where Jennifer interrupted her own holiday
to revise drafts atop a remote mountain in Norway. She does
not limit the time she will commit to a case and she is always
available to those who need her assistance.
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Junior Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Emmanuel Sheppard is nominated for his consistent
pro bono work over the past five years.

Emmanuel
Sheppard
3 Verulam Buildings

“Emmanuel has been magnificent
throughout my dealing with him
and of course, undoubtedly when
he represented me. He provided
me with significant legal help and
did not hold anything back…His
assistance was genuine, honest and
he handled my case with the level
of integrity that reflected the aims,
goals and benefits of FRU.”
Pro Bono Client

Since completing his pupillage in September 2014,
Emmanuel has taken on a wide range of pro bono work,
both independently and through organisations such as
Advocate, the Free Representation Unit (FRU) and Advocates
for International Development (A4ID) among others. His
pro bono work mostly takes the form of legal representation,
but he has also spoken on panels for Advocate and attended
an eight day pro bono course through A4ID.
In the last year, he has represented clients at three
hearings, in two of which he was unled. The first of these
was concerning free speech and online publication, where
he represented the client during her successful application
for permission to appeal to the High Court, the appeal
hearing itself and a further application for permission
to appeal. The second was a one day hearing assisting
a client who mistakenly received £20,000 from her bank
and subsequently spent the money. After bank costs and
interest, the client was facing a total sum of around £80,000.
Emmanuel was successfully able to defend the claim and
even managed to secure all the client’s costs as well as
£1,000 for the Access to Justice Foundation through a
pro bono costs order.
Emmanuel has taken on seven cases through FRU since
completing his pupillage, five of which went to a full hearing.
However, his pro bono work is not limited to the UK. Through
A4ID, Emmanuel has worked with organisations from Namibia
and Ukraine and has visited a prison in Grenada to review
conditions there. He has also worked with international
organisations through A4ID.
Emmanuel is considered to be understanding and
compassionate with excellent legal knowledge. Colleagues
are immensely impressed with his work and clients are
grateful for his integrity and honesty.

Bar Pro Bono Awards 2019
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Young Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Miriam was nominated by Benjamin Douglas-Jones QC.

Miriam
Smith
5 Paper Buildings

“I have never met or worked
for anyone more deserving
of this award.”
Andrew Ross
Chambers Business Manager,
5 Paper Buildings

Starting during her pupillage, Miriam has been taking
on complex and challenging pro bono cases both
alone and with the support of her colleagues. In the
past year, she has represented a victim of repeated
domestic violence, assisted the parents of a man who
died in November 2017 following his detention by
two members of the public and taken on a Court of
Appeal Civil Division appeal with the assistance of her
nominator Benjamin Douglas-Jones QC.
The domestic violence case was particularly complicated as
Miriam could only liaise with her client through a non-profit
organisation. Despite this, she provided guidance and drafted a
letter, which has given the charity the necessary understanding
to assist those with similar problems in the future.
In April 2019 Miriam advised and attended the pre inquest
review for the parents of the young man who had died in
2017. They received roughly 500 pages of witness statements
and expert evidence just six days before the hearing. Miriam
had a lengthy telephone conference with the parents to
support them through the evidence provided. She drafted two
submissions overnight and had to contend with high emotions
throughout the process. However, Miriam was successful at
the pre inquest review, which enabled the family to apply for
legal aid for representation at the full inquest. Miriam has
agreed to represent the family as their ordeal continues.
Most recently, Miriam has been working on a Court of
Appeal Civil Division appeal, supporting a victim of gunpoint
robbery who still suffers from enduring PTSD many years
later. She successfully secured permission to appeal and has
already spent many hours working on her written advocacy
in support of the case.
Miriam’s Chambers Business Manager has expressed strong
support of her nomination, as has the Advocate Casework
team, for whom she has done a great deal of pro bono
work. Miriam is also on the Centre for Women’s Justice Legal
Reference Panel and advises survivors of domestic abuse on
issues relating to criminal justice. She is described as always
helpful and enthusiastic to assist whenever she can.
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“The help came at a crucial
time when I was out of my
depth, we couldn’t afford
legal assistance and we had
nowhere left to turn.
Thank you on behalf of my
Dad and myself for the great
work you do in helping those
in need of legal help, and in
particular a massive thank
you for helping us.”
Quote from an Advocate pro bono client

Bar Pro Bono Awards 2019
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Criteria
•

This award highlights the outstanding pro bono work of
a junior barrister practising in any area of law.

•

They must have demonstrated significant commitment to
the pro bono ethic over the last year, whether through the
dedication of considerable time and expertise or through the
undertaking of cases that have a substantial impact on the
client, community or the access to justice sector.

Nominees:
Katherine Dunseath – 1GC | Family Law
Shu Shin Luh – Garden Court Chambers
Alice Nash – Hailsham Chambers
Colm Nugent – Hardwicke Chambers
Sanaz Saifolahi – Goldsmith Chambers
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Nominations for

Junior
Pro Bono Barrister
of the Year
2019
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Junior Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Katherine was nominated by Marie-Christine Willis,
Chambers Director, 1GC | Family Law.
Katherine’s nomination this year is in recognition of
her selfless dedication to carrying out pro bono work
and her belief in access to justice. She has taken on
several cases spanning a broad range of family law.
These complex cases have required much time and
dedication, but Katherine is highly committed to
ensuring her clients have access to justice.

Katherine
Dunseath
1GC | Family Law

“Ms Dunseath’s prime motivation
is to help those in a time of
distress not the financial benefits
of her doing so. I think the right
word to describe this is ‘sacrifice’.
I believe that Ms Dunseath does
and will continue to sacrifice her
time to help those in need.”
Christopher Lloyd-Smith,
Partner and Accredited Family
Mediator, Anthony Collins
Solicitors LLP
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She has successfully represented a mother opposing the
applications of the father to take their children abroad to
Algeria, which also succeeded in opposing the circumcision
of the boys on non-medical grounds.
Most recently Katherine has been led by Janet Bazley QC
on the matter of M v P (the Queen’s Proctor Intervening)
[2019] EWFC14. Katherine successfully persuaded the court
that the application was voidable, not void, and that the
court had discretion to retrospectively amend the petition
to another fact available. In judgment Mr James Munby said
“the role of specialist family counsel... is vital in ensuring that
justice is done and that so far as possible miscarriages of
justice are prevented.”
Katherine is described as always willing to consider cases,
even when getting legal aid is not clear or guaranteed.
Her levels of expertise, attention to detail, client skills and
advocacy are all second to none. She has a strong reputation
in her field and she dedicates an extraordinary amount of
time to ensure that people do have access to justice.
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Junior Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Shu Shin Luh is nominated for her unwavering
commitment to her pro bono cases, clients and causes.

Shu Shin Luh
Garden Court Chambers

“Shu Shin is a barrister who does
not just focus on winning a single
case, she is focused on much wider
aims of changing the whole scope
of social justice for the vulnerable
clients. In this day and age where
legal aid work is high stakes and high
pressured, Shu Shin’s dedication,
energy and abilities should be
recognised and rewarded.”
Nusrat Uddin,
Solicitor, Wilson Solicitors LLP

In recent years Shu Shin has worked on a range of pro bono
cases, many of which have gone on to have a huge impact
on the law. She supported Shelter on three major cases, two
of which were in 2019. One case dealt with the legality of the
revised benefit cap as it applied to lone parent families with
children under two and five. Another considered when it
was lawful for a local authority to accommodate a homeless
applicant out of the area in which they had previously been
living. And the third was a Supreme Court case considering
intentional homelessness in the context of whether a
property is affordable if the tenant must use their subsistence
benefits to make up any shortfalls between rental costs
and housing benefit. Shu Shin’s work on these cases was an
integral part of Shelter being able to influence and shape
changes to the law.
Additionally, Shu Shin has worked on a series of cases
challenging the cuts to weekly subsistence paid to victims of
trafficking. Her success in these cases helped not only the
clients, but also allowed her to secure a reversal of the cuts
for all people supported by subsistence paid via the National
Referral Mechanism. She also secured a back payment to
all individuals affected by the cuts, ensuring that victims of
trafficking were being protected.
Shu Shin always keeps the best interests of her client in mind,
and works around the clock to ensure that the vulnerable
people that she works with can have the access to justice that
they so desperately need. Her opinion is highly valued by her
colleagues, and all who work with her are impressed by her
commitment and dedication, as well as her ability to see the
wider impact her cases can have.

Bar Pro Bono Awards 2019
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Junior Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Alice Nash was nominated by Zoe Gardiner of
Hailsham Chambers.
Alice has been nominated in recognition of her
dedication to undertaking pro bono cases through
Advocate, claiming the number one position in
Advocate’s top 10 pro bono barristers for 2018.

Alice Nash
Hailsham Chambers

“I look in the mirror today, and
instead of seeing a sad, broken man,
I now see a strong and courageous
man. Thank you very much for
helping to make that happen Alice.”
Pro Bono Client

Not only is she a working mother with two small children,
but Alice is also a pupil supervisor. Alice’s pupils find her
dedication to pro bono work inspiring. She encourages her
them to have their own active role in the legal community,
helping them to undertake pro bono work and participate
in community outreach schemes.
Even with all of this, Alice finds the time to take on pro bono
cases and does her utmost to secure the most favourable
outcome for the client by the swiftest means possible.
Alice has taken several cases this year, of which many were
on very short notice and is described by her colleague as
being the ultimate pro bono foot soldier. Her cases aren’t
necessarily glamourous or legally ground-breaking, but her
contribution makes a huge difference to the many individuals
she supports by saving their homes or preventing them from
crippling debts.
Clients and colleagues alike are astounded by her pro bono
work and she has been publicly praised on Twitter repeatedly.
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Junior Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Colm Nugent is nominated for his selfless dedication
and substantial time commitment to carrying out pro
bono work.
Social engagement and community activism are central to
Colm’s work ethic. He is constantly working on cases for
Advocate and is incredibly generous with his time. This is
most clear in the pro bono case that Colm successfully
concluded in April 2019.

Colm Nugent
Hardwicke

“Colm has been a supporter of
Advocate ever since joining the
Bar. He always has a number of
cases on with them and dedicates
a substantial amount of time each
year to pro bono work.”
Sally Wollaston,
Business Development and
Marketing Director, Hardwicke

Colm’s client was a bus driver who was viciously attacked
at work and as a result suffered serious physical and
psychiatric injury, including PTSD and anger issues. He lost
his job, his marriage and his home. He was given £1,500 in
compensation. Colm worked to increase this amount, on
an appeal lasting for ten years.
Colm worked tenaciously on behalf of the client, who
had complex needs. After weeks of unpaid work, Colm
successfully persuaded the Criminal Injury Compensation
Board Appeal Panel to increase the original award to
over £105,000.
This kind of long and emotionally charged case is not unusual
in the pro bono work that Colm takes on. Colm spent
approximately three years working on another case parallel
to the one previously mentioned. He is also working with
leading politicians to assist those at the margins of society
and promote community activism at government level.
Colm is patient and kind with an innate desire to assist others
for no personal gain. He is a strong supporter of Advocate
and uses his popular social media presence to promote the
charity’s work.

Bar Pro Bono Awards 2019

17

Junior Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Sanaz Saifolahi was nominated by joint team leaders
of the immigration team at Goldsmith Chambers,
Samina Iqbal and Sarah Pinder.

Sanaz
Saifolahi
Goldsmith Chambers

“Her dedication to her area of
law and her perseverance makes
her in my opinion an outstanding
Counsel who is always willing
to fight for the rights of others
including those who are the most
disadvantaged in society.”
Shakir Hussain,
Senior Immigration Lawyer,
Sterling & Law Associates LLP
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For three years, Sanaz worked pro bono on a major case
that dealt with a third country national who had a residence
card in the Netherlands who was in a relationship with a
UK national. When the couple decided to move to the UK
together, the residence card was refused on the grounds that
the couple were unmarried. Sanaz was initially working alone
on this case, but as its complexity and significance became
clear she called in Anthony Metzer QC to help her.
This case achieved not just a successful outcome for the
client, but will impact those in similar situations for years to
come now that the regulations have been changed as a direct
result of Sanaz and Anthony’s work.
She has also worked on other challenging cases, including
representing a mother from Mongolia who was fighting
for the return of her son after he had been abducted by
his father and taken to South East Asia. Sanaz successfully
represented the mother during her immigration appeal to
stay in the UK and continue to fight for her son.
Sanaz is highly regarded by all who come into contact with
her. She is immensely committed to pro bono work and is
always available and responsive. In addition to her excellent
legal skills, Sanaz is selfless, determined and empathetic. She
does her best to ensure that justice always prevails.
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“I hope that you have
been able to enjoy some
of your bank holiday;
you will not be on your
own [in court] this week,
so please do not panic.”
Quote from a volunteer barrister
to an Advocate pro bono client
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Criteria
•

This award is open to a silk of any year appointment who has
played a significant role in the promotion of access to justice over
the last year through pro bono work.

•

Consideration will be given to those who can demonstrate the
importance and impact of their work and who are a positive force
in encouraging others to undertake pro bono cases.

Nominees:
Janet Bazley QC 1GC | Family Law
Anthony Metzer QC Goldsmith Chambers
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Pro Bono QC
of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Janet Bazley QC is nominated for both her own
regular undertaking of pro bono work and her active
encouragement of others to do the same.
Described as the driving force behind the promotion of
Chambers’ involvement in pro bono work, Janet has helped
to notably increase the amount of pro bono work undertaken
by 1GC | Family Law. Members have taken on a significant
amount of work for Advocate, for whom Janet has, until
recently, reviewed cases.

Janet
Bazley QC
1GC | Family Law

“Ms Bazley QC took on a matter
at very short notice that required
a quick and detailed analysis
of the facts and strong case
management skills. The hard
work and focus ensured that the
most sensible decision was made
and has set a precedent for future
cases of this nature.”
Paul Nuttall,
Solicitor, Duncan Lewis
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In addition to this, Janet actively takes on pro bono cases,
many of which are emotionally challenging and hugely
important. One of these cases involved a 15 year old boy
whose mother had died and whose father had abandoned
him. The child was surviving on the charity of school friends’
parents and his school. Janet helped the boy by drafting a
Skeleton Argument and orders in Wardship. She also applied
for an order permitting the child to claim against his mother’s
estate and advised on a potential claim against the child’s
father. She did this with less than a day notice.
She has also worked on an incredibly important case where
the validity of decrees of divorce granted on the basis of two
years separation came into question as the couple had only
been married for 22 months. Janet was able to successfully
argue that the decrees were voidable, not void, and could be
the subject of a back-dated amendment to record that the
divorce was granted on a different ground. This case was of
particular importance as both parties had since remarried.
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Pro Bono QC
of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Anthony Metzer QC is nominated for his incredible
commitment to the case of Secretary of State for the
Home Department v Banger.

Anthony
Metzer QC
Goldsmith Chambers

“I have no hesitation in
recommending that Mr Metzer
QC should be awarded in this
category for his pro bono work.
He is truly making a positive
difference to society and
improving the lives of those
in need of justice.”
Nozima Rakhimjonova,
Legal Associate,
Sterling Lawyers Limited

Anthony worked on this case for three years, which included
all written submissions, bundle preparation, appearing at
the hearings at the Court of Justice of the European Union in
Luxembourg and at two Upper Tribunal hearings in the UK, as
well as client conferences. The case dealt with a third country
national who had a residence card in the Netherlands who
was in a relationship with a UK national. When the couple
decided to move to the UK together, the residence card was
refused on the grounds that the couple were unmarried.
Following Anthony’s success on this case, the law in the UK
was directly amended twice; a right of appeal to extended
family members was reintroduced and regulations were
amended to enable unmarried partners of British citizens and
other extended family members to rely on them.
The many Privy Council death row cases that Anthony has
represented as well as his current work supporting a group
of Commonwealth veterans serve as further evidence of his
remarkable pro bono work.
Anthony goes above and beyond for his pro bono clients,
spending years working on life-changing cases, while still
managing a busy practice. He puts clients at ease and is
always enthusiastic in his approach to his work. He succeeds
in identifying crucial points that others would ignore or simply
not see. He is described as razor-sharp and as having leading
knowledge in matters of immigration and EU law. He is
dedicated and always willing to fight for the rights of others.
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Criteria
•

The winner of this award will be a barrister of any call who
over the last year has undertaken significant pro bono work
that is undertaken outside England and Wales.

•

Leading by example, they will be an excellent advocate for
access to justice across the globe.

•

Consideration will be given to the time commitment
demonstrated by the barrister as well as the extent of the
impact of the pro bono work.

Nominees:
Jennifer Robinson – Doughty Street Chambers
Jelia Sane - Doughty Street Chambers

24

Bar Pro Bono Awards 2019

Nominations for

International
Pro Bono Barrister
of the Year
2019

Bar Pro Bono Awards 2019

25

International Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Jennifer is nominated for her extraordinary
commitment to international pro bono human
rights work.

Jennifer
Robinson
Doughty Street Chambers

“Jen has been with us for nearly
19 years now, and always makes
time for us. She is truly a believer
in justice, freedom and democracy,
and fights for justice and freedom
for all of humanity. Other people
are little more than talk, but I can
say without a doubt that Jennifer
Robinson is a woman of action and
unbreakable principle.”
Benny Wenda,
Chairman, United Liberation
Movement for West Papua

In 2001, Jennifer worked on the first trial of political prisoner
Benny Wenda, who she has continued to help for almost
19 years. This has included helping him gain asylum in the
UK and acting as a legal advisor to the United Liberation
Movement for West Papua (ULMWP), as well as advocacy
and advice work for both ULMWP and Mr Wenda before the
Human Rights Council in Geneva and the General Assembly
in New York.
Recently, she took on an urgent case in relation to the
protests in Indonesia. Jennifer drafted a complaint to the UN
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression concerning
internet blocking for a local journalist, after the Indonesian
government had attempted to stop the spread of images
of and information about the protests. She also wrote an
opinion piece in the Sydney Morning Herald on the human
rights crisis in Indonesia.
She was one of only two international lawyers trusted by
the UN Special Rapporteur Agnes Callamard to give specialist
pro bono legal advice in relation to the brutal killing of Jamal
Khashoggi in the Saudi Arabian Embassy in Istanbul. Agnes
Callamard stated how impressed she was by Jennifer’s hard
work, commitment, and courage, and by the strength of her
legal arguments.
She has helped a man who was wrongly imprisoned in Egypt
return to his home in Australia. She also acted pro bono
for Vanuatu in a case at the International Court of Justice.
Jennifer’s work in both of these cases has been widely praised
by colleagues and clients alike. She is described as genuine,
compassionate, kind and generous.
Jennifer’s international pro bono work goes far beyond what
has been described here. Her clients and colleagues could
not be more enthusiastic about her nomination and have
nothing but praise for her. All agree that she is more than
deserving of recognition for her incredible work.
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International Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Jelia has been nominated for her extensive pro bono
work in the fields of international refugee, human
rights and humanitarian law in countries across
Europe, Africa, and the Middle East.

Jelia Sane
Doughty Street Chambers

“In France, Jelia was extremely
impressive in her fact finding in
“The Jungle” camp. It was tense –
the camp kept exploding in fire and
there were concerns that tear gas
would be used by the French police.
Jelia was calm and focused… The
report that Jelia co-authored on the
violations of child rights by France
and the U.K. in the dismantling of
“The Jungle.” continues to be used
today in many refugee cases in
the UK. It assists refugees and
has helped develop the law in this
area. It was commended by former
President of the Upper Tribunal
McCloskey J.”
Kirsty Brimelow QC,
Barrister & Head of International
Human Rights Team,
Doughty Street Chambers

At just four years post-pupillage, Jelia has shown
extraordinary dedication to pro bono work. Since June
2018, Jelia has been a legal volunteer in Greece with Safe
Passage, a charity advising asylum seekers on safe and legal
routes to international protection and family reunification
in the EU. In this role, Jelia has provided assistance to
unaccompanied minors seeking family reunification in the
UK and trained Greek lawyers on the application of the
Dublin III Regulation, all the whilst maintaining her domestic
practice from a distance. Before moving to Greece, Jelia
travelled to the Calais “Jungle” on behalf of the Bar Human
Rights Committee (BHRC) to document the demolition of the
camp, and the failure by the French and UK authorities to
put in place adequate safeguards to protect the lone child
refugees living there, which left hundreds at risk of trafficking,
exploitation and abuse.
Outside of Europe, Jelia has worked pro bono to secure
the family reunification of three young siblings living alone
in Syria, after their parents were kidnapped and detained
by the Islamic State group, and whose application for entry
clearance to the UK to be reunited with their grandmother
had been denied. She also delivered a week-long training
in Abuja to lawyers from the Nigerian Bar Association on
securing access to justice and reparations before regional
and international human rights monitoring bodies for
victims of internal displacement as a result of the armed
conflict between the state security forces and Boko Haram.
The training was the first of its kind in Nigeria and brought
together over 50 lawyers from the north east of the country,
one of the regions most affected by the conflict and internal
displacement.
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Criteria
•

This category recognises the crucial role played by chambers’
staff in championing access to justice through pro bono, including
practice managers, clerks, those involved in business development,
marketing and client care, and those managing chambers.

•

The winner of this category will be a member of chambers staff
who has demonstrably championed pro bono work over the last
year and effectively channels pro bono resources to help those
who require legal help receive assistance from legal professionals.

Nominees:
Peter Campbell & Ben Connor Senior Practice Manager, 39 Essex
Chambers & Senior Practice Manager, Landmark Chambers
Nicholas Levett Practice Director, Outer Temple Chambers
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Pro Bono Chambers
Professional of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Peter Campbell and Ben Connor are jointly nominated
for their incredible work clerking the Mencap Right to
Care Pro Bono Barrister Panel.
The Right to Care Pro Bono Barrister Panel was set up to
support the Mencap legal team in giving advice to and
representing individuals with learning disabilities and their
families, specifically in urgent matters and where people’s
right to state services and/or human rights are being
breached. Without the help of the barristers on the panel
and the Mencap legal team, these people would not receive
the support they need.

Peter
Campbell &
Ben Connor
Senior Practice Manager,
39 Essex Chambers &
Senior Practice Manager,
Landmark Chambers

Peter Campbell helped to set up the panel back in March
2018 and since March 2019 has run it in collaboration with
Ben Connor. They have been jointly responsible for recruiting
a further 20 barristers to the panel and have ensured that all
referrals are picked up quickly, and on average matters are
placed and worked on by a barrister within three days. Peter
and Ben have been incredibly persistent when placing cases,
which has led to a 100% success rate in getting referrals
accepted by a barrister on the panel.
Despite extremely demanding day jobs, Peter and Ben are
dedicated to the panel and always make sure that requests
are dealt with quickly and professionally. Since March, they
have doubled the number of barristers providing support
to the panel, enabling Mencap to help with a wide range of
cases. Peter and Ben have also brought together barristers
for a roundtable to discuss the potential legal pitfalls of a
policy on whether care workers should wear body cameras
and how competing rights need to be balanced before
making a judgement on this idea.
“Peter and Ben really have exceeded our expectations in the
support they have given to this project. They carry out the work
around extremely demanding day jobs. The work they do is
generally unseen by those who benefit from the end support.
It would therefore be wonderful if we could celebrate the work
that these two professionals have brought to this project.”
Catriona Filmer,
Head of Pro Bono, Mencap
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Pro Bono Chambers
Professional of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Nicholas Levett is nominated by Andrew Short QC
for his ongoing commitment to pro bono activities.

Nicholas
Levett
Practice Director,
Outer Temple Chambers

“It is important that an individual
like Nick is recognised for his
unfailing commitment to this work,
particularly when he is too humble
to recognise it himself.”
Chloë Bell,
Barrister, Outer Temple Chambers

As committed to pro bono instructions as he is to any other
work that comes into chambers, Nick ensures that all clients
receive the same level of service regardless of whether
or not they can afford to pay for it. Nothing is too difficult
or daunting for him to deal with and he will always find a
solution, even in pressurised or difficult circumstances, as
demonstrated by his ability to find a barrister to take on a
ten-day pro bono trial at the last minute.
Nick supports his barristers through their pro bono work,
encouraging pupils and juniors to get involved by taking on
challenging and interesting cases which help to develop them
professionally and make a huge difference to someone’s
life. He is valued by Outer Temple Chambers for his sense of
humour, approachability and understated confidence, as well
as his strong leadership.
Not only is he immensely respected by his Chambers, but
also incredibly highly regarded by the Casework team at
Advocate. He is described as outstanding, a great clerk and an
invaluable help. He knows what counsel want and takes into
account their professional development alongside what cases
are on offer. He has a personalised and careful approach,
which ensures that many deserving Advocate applicants are
helped by Outer Temple members simply because of him.
In addition to placing cases, Nick also attends events and
speaks on panels to promote the work that Advocate does.
He is regarded by Advocate’s Casework team as the ideal
example of how every Practice Director should be.
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Criteria
•

Nominees for this award are recognised for their innovation within
the sector and their work on game-changing schemes, whether
through the use of technology or in another field.

•

Nominations can be made for individuals, teams or projects, but all
must be distinguished by their creativity and their ability to inspire
and to set new pro bono precedents within the legal profession.

Nominees:
Mencap Right to Care Barrister Panel
The Transparency Project’s Legal Blogging Pilot
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Pro Bono Innovation
of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Mencap
Right to Care
Barrister
Panel
“The Right to Care Barrister Panel
has been invaluable to the Mencap
Policy Team in providing legal advice
and support in some of our key
campaigning areas.”
Dan Scorer,
Head of Policy & Public Affairs,
Mencap

The Mencap Right to Care Barrister Panel was set up in
March 2018, starting with one clerk and six barristers
and has now grown to two clerks and 30 barristers
across five chambers. The barristers come from an
array of public law practice areas, including but limited
to adult social care, mental capacity, children’s rights,
and housing. The range of expertise allows the panel
to support individuals with learning disabilities across
a wide assortment of cases.
Barristers have worked on more than 30 issues to date, with
100% of referrals to the panel having been accepted. Cases
range from local authorities refusing to accept responsibility
for a woman who had been deemed fit for discharge from an
assessment and treatment unit to a hospital not carrying out
investigative tests for cancer for a man with severe learning
disabilities to safeguarding issues involving those not capable
of making decisions about their lives and relationships being
left in potentially dangerous situations.
In addition to assisting with both advice and representation
for individuals, the panel also works with the Mencap legal
team to identify systematic issues and advises on possible
solutions. This means that the panel are not simply plugging
a gap in a broken system, but actively working to fix it,
impacting not just the individuals that they are able to reach
but also those in the wider community and achieving a better
system for those who will need it in the future.
Some of the issues that the barristers have advised on
include highlighting the appalling treatment of people with
a learning disability or autism in assessment and treatment
units, challenging the behaviour policies in those units that
use graded systems to ‘reward’ inpatients for good behaviour
and challenging local authority policies which are in breach
of the Care Act.
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Pro Bono Innovation
of the Year 2019:
Nominee

The
Transparency
Project’s Legal
Blogging Pilot
“In a time where there is
considerable attention and
discussion around open law,
initiatives like the Legal Blogging
Pilot are essential at pushing this
agenda forward and encouraging
everyday lawyers to become
involved in unprecedented ways.”
Emily MacLoud,
Product Manager, JUST: Access Ltd

The Legal Blogging Pilot is a scheme that was lobbied
for and implemented by the Transparency Project
– a charity that aims to make family justice clearer.
The Pilot began in October 2018 and enables lawyers
in private practice or working for an educational
charity or institution to attend and report on private
family court hearings in the same way as accredited
journalists.
The lawyers attending and reporting on private hearings
are not paid, nor are they obliged to contribute to the
Transparency Project blog, though most of them do.
The Pilot provides a much-needed solution to the demand
for sources of reliable, freely available information so that
the legal community can effectively counter the mounting
risks presented by misinformation. The blog and the
information provided by the reporting lawyers can then be
used by legal professionals and litigants in person alike to
further their understanding of family case hearings that are
conducted in private.
One of the major advantages of lawyers writing the blog
posts instead of journalists is that their familiarity with the
law allows them to explain the proceedings more accurately,
as well as avoiding any political or profit-driven bias. Lawyers
have stated that those reports written by fellow practitioners
are more trusted than those written by authors not known
to the profession. The Pilot scheme is taking a creative
approach to ensure that family cases are reported in a
balanced way that meets the needs of fellow lawyers and
those who are not trained in the law.
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Criteria
•

This award celebrates the outstanding achievement and
commitment to pro bono work demonstrated by a particular
set of chambers.

•

This achievement could be related to the amount or variety of
pro bono work undertaken, or the number of practising barristers
actively accepting pro bono cases within the chambers.

•

Nominees must have gone above and beyond for access to justice,
promoting and encouraging others to engage in pro bono work.

Nominees:
Brick Court Chambers
Cloisters
Fenners Chambers
Hardwicke
Outer Temple Chambers

36

Bar Pro Bono Awards 2019

Kindly sponsored by the DX

Nominations for

Pro Bono
Chambers
of the Year
2019

Bar Pro Bono Awards 2019

37

Pro Bono Chambers
of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Brick Court
Chambers
“The quality and professionalism of
the practitioners we have instructed
at Brick Court Chambers has been
exceptional… Their drive and
commitment is no doubt a reflection
on the overall culture of Chambers,
both in terms of providing free
legal representation and achieving
excellence… The commitment to pro
bono work is also reflected in the
high level of support provided by the
clerks and the administrative staff.”
Parvais Jabbar MBE
and Saul Lehfreund MBE,
Executive Directors, The Death
Penalty Project

Brick Court Chambers is nominated for their over 1,700
hours of pro bono work in the past 12 months alone.
Members of Brick Court Chambers at all levels of seniority have
made a dedicated commitment to pro bono work for many
years, with at least 23 of them taking on pro bono instructions
this year. Junior members have assisted individuals in county
court and tribunal actions, dealing with issues ranging from
consumer rights to housing to immigration.
At the highest level, Brick Court Chambers have taken on
major environmental cases, Privy Council appeals against death
sentences imposed in Commonwealth States and Supreme
Court cases addressing the foundations of access to justice
and the impact of human rights. They have worked closely with
organisations such as the Human Dignity Trust and the Death
Penalty Project, providing hours of pro bono support on work
that is often undertaken without public profile.
Through their work with the Death Penalty Project, Brick
Court Chambers has literally saved lives. A detailed
understanding of criminal, constitutional and international
law from a range of jurisdictions and counsel has been vital
in completing this work, and both leading and junior counsel
at Brick Court Chambers have devoted significant time and
commitment to these complex and sensitive issues.
Similarly, Brick Court Chambers has supported the Human
Dignity Trust for many years, which has enabled them to carry
out their work challenging laws that persecute people on the
basis of their sexual orientation and/or gender identity. They
are particularly grateful for the work of the three members
of chambers who have worked on constitutional challenges
in two very different jurisdictions, both of which required a
phenomenal amount of work in a very short time frame.
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Pro Bono Chambers
of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Cloisters
“All of this is made possible by the
generosity and constant enthusiasm
shown by the Cloisters barristers
and their clerks every time they
work pro bono for us; and this
attitude features in all the activities
they do for us (from providing dates
to avoid, to drafting lists of issues
or arguing a case).”
Jason Moyer-Lee
General Secretary, IWGB

Cloisters is nominated for the over 120 pro bono
instructions they have taken in the past year.
Members of Chambers commit themselves to undertake
five days of pro bono work each year, but many far exceed
this. A number of members sit on boards or support
organisations and committees such as Hackney Shed,
Maternity Action, and the Bar Human Rights Committee.
Cloisters is committed to making a significant contribution to
the community by offering free legal representation, advice
and education.
They are also an outstanding supporter of Advocate, with
five reviewing barristers and 51 panel members. With 88%
of their members signed up, Cloisters have the highest
percentage of barristers taking on pro bono work on behalf
of Advocate of all Chambers in England and Wales. In addition
to this, Cloisters’ pro bono champion Adam Ohringer also ran
the London marathon to raise money for Advocate.
Cloisters has focused heavily on providing pro bono
employment support. Not only have members undertaken
25 cases through the Employment Lawyers Appeal
Advice Service, but they have also worked closely with the
Independent Workers’ Union of Great Britain (IWGB) to
ensure that employment laws are extended to taxi drivers,
cycle couriers, delivery drivers and thousands of other
individuals carrying out low-paid work while being denied
worker status.
Over the past year alone more than 20 barristers, both QCs
and juniors alike, have helped the IWGB with legal clinics
and tribunal advocacy, which has enabled the IWGB to
provide access to justice for many who have faced unlawful
discrimination and exploitation. Cloisters has also worked
with the IWGB to shape UK common law to protect these
vulnerable workers.
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Pro Bono Chambers
of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Fenners
Chambers
“The Anglia Law Clinic has now
helped nearly 1000 clients in its
18 months of operation which is
a wonderful achievement for all
involved and which would not
have been possible without the
tremendous and unstinting support
of the Head of Chambers, the
barristers on our rota and the
clerks who do everything in their
power to make sure that they can
cover our advice sessions.”
Sarah Calder,
Director, Anglia Law Clinic
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Fenners Chambers is nominated for their unwavering
support of Anglia Law Clinic.
Approximately 18 months ago the Anglia Law Clinic at Anglia
Ruskin University in Cambridge opened its doors for the
first time to offer help to the public in matters of family and
employment law. Fenners Chambers played a pivotal role
in making this possible. Since then, they have continued to
support the Law Clinic with Fenners Chambers barristers
representing 68% of the volunteer lawyers on the Clinic’s rota.
Head of Chambers Meryl Hughes now also provides
additional support by delivering training to students involved
in a new addition to the service, Support@Court. This service
offers litigants in person support and guidance in the family
courts. The students involved in the service have been highly
praised by barristers and judges, which reflects the invaluable
training they have received. The students have also greatly
benefitted from being trained by a barrister with such a
wealth of knowledge and experience.
Those who use the Law Clinic are incredibly grateful for
the work that Fenners Chambers have done to help them.
Volunteer barristers helped one person to prepare their
case, providing information both during a meeting and
then continuing to send ideas and support in the following
days. They also instilled in this person the confidence to
successfully represent themselves in the Royal Courts of
Justice. The Fenners Chambers barristers are helpful and
approachable at all times.
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Pro Bono Chambers
of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Hardwicke
“Hardwicke offer to pick up papers,
consistently review applications,
take on cases, lead training sessions
and are a Chambers who endorse
pro bono which is something we
take very seriously. I fully endorse
Hardwicke for this award.”
Helen Moizer,
Caseworker, Advocate

Hardwicke is nominated for their long-standing
commitment to pro bono work, in particular with
Advocate.
Barristers and staff at Hardwicke often give up their time
to undertake roles in a range of charitable organisations.
One of the main organisations they support is Advocate.
Not only do they take on pro bono cases, they also volunteer
as reviewers. In the past year they have been involved in
21 cases for Advocate. Strong support from joint heads
of Chambers, Brie Stevens-Hoare QC and PJ Kirby QC,
along with CEO, Amanda Illing, enables the promotion of
Advocate’s work through multiple means and with the help
of Hardwicke’s practice team, help barristers to take on
increasing numbers of pro bono cases.
Additionally, Hardwicke provides invaluable training on
property cases for Advocate caseworkers. This helps
caseworkers to learn more about dealing with real property
cases, in particular when distinguishing between landlord
and tenant matters and chancery cases. This is extremely
beneficial when Advocate caseworkers deal with applicants
at the first stage of their application process when they
need to gather relevant court documents.
Hardwicke are praised for being extremely responsive and
always doing their best to find barristers to take on cases.
Pro Bono Champion and Joint Head of Chambers, Brie
Stevens-Hoare QC, is particularly singled out as going above
and beyond to support Advocate and is always prepared
to assist with anything she can.
Hardwicke also supports other pro bono schemes, such as
ELAAS, CLIPS and FRU. They also donate their seminar and
meeting room space free of charge to those who need them
when availability allows.
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Pro Bono Chambers
of the Year 2019:
Nominee

Outer Temple
Chambers
“FRU is very grateful for the support
that Outer Temple Chambers
has given us over many years.
By supporting FRU Outer Temple
Chambers has facilitated the input
of hundreds of lawyers in pro bono
work in recent years.”
David Abbott,
Chief Executive,
Free Representation Unit

Outer Temple Chambers is nominated for their
enthusiastic approach to undertaking pro bono cases.
Members of Chambers are actively encouraged to take on
pro bono work and the clerking team do a superb job of
facilitating and enabling this. Outer Temple Chambers have
developed strong relationships with organisations and bodies
such as Advocate, The Refugee Council and Headway as
well as taking on additional cases through the Employment
Tribunal Litigant in Person Support Scheme and the Pro
Bono Connect scheme. Their pro bono work has even spread
overseas. Their offices in Dubai hold an annual Cirque Loi
Gala to support the Dubai International Financial Centre
Courts Pro Bono programme.
In 2013/14, Outer Temple Chambers and the Free
Representation Unit (FRU) pioneered FRUpillage, a radical
new 18 month pupillage scheme where pupils spend six
months exclusively undertaking employment tribunal cases
and social security appeals with FRU on a pro bono basis.
Outer Temple Chambers have continued to support FRU in
this endeavour and provide the FRUpil with a formal first six
month pupillage in Chambers as well as a second six month
pupillage doing Outer Temple Chambers and FRU casework.
The scheme was made possible thanks to the generosity
of a former Outer Temple Chambers pupil and provides
pupillage to someone who has been unsuccessful in
through the more conventional routes.
Additionally, Outer Temple Chambers members provide
advice and support to FRU staff on casework and other
professional issues. They also take on FRU cases in the
higher courts where rights of audience are required.
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“Thank you ever so much
for being there during a
very difficult time. I couldn’t
have handled the court
appearances on my own.
Being in the same room as
my former abuser was a very
difficult time for me, and
having a barrister with me
was a form of emotional as
well as practical support.
Thank you for everything.”
Quote from an Advocate pro bono client
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Criteria
•

The Lifetime Achievement Award commends an individual’s
exceptional achievement in terms of pro bono work.

•

It recognises the long-term contribution made over the course
of a career in addition to their work on specific pro bono cases.

•

Nominees for this award will have demonstrated strong
commitment to the pro bono ethic and through their work
been a champion for access to justice for many years.

Winner:
Andrew Hillier QC
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Lifetime Achievement
in Pro Bono 2019:
Winner

Andrew
Hillier QC

“Few have committed as much of their time and energy
to the cause of advice and representation for others.
As a distinguished QC, an advice centre worker, a trustee
of Advocate, and a pioneer of innovation in employment
law and practice, Andrew has been there for vulnerable
people, for their rights and for fair treatment. He has
ensured, as much as any single person could and for many
decades, that deep specialist expertise has been available
where it is needed, and that pro bono legal assistance
is always delivered to the highest standards.”
The Hon. Mr Justice Robin Knowles CBE,
Chairman, Advocate
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“Dr. Andrew Hillier QC is a light in the darkness.
The Law Centre and its employment law clients
have benefited immeasurably from his clarity
of thought and incisive logic over the seven
years. The lightening like speed of his wit is
matched by the energy and good will he exudes.
His generosity of spirit is regularly highlighted
time and time again by the clients he sees, who
describe him as brilliant and amazing.”
Sarah Forsyth,
Employment Caseworker,
South West London Law Centres

“Andrew Hillier QC has been a pro bono champion
throughout his professional life and beyond.
As a barrister, he was very actively involved
in the Bar Pro Bono Unit (as was), eventually
becoming a member of the Management
Committee. Andrew promoted pro bono work
to his chambers’ colleagues encouraging many
of them to sign up to Advocate either as reviewers
or advocates. One of Andrew’s higher profile
pro bono cases involved acting for a junior
member of the LSO who brought an age
discrimination claim against the Orchestra for
being paid less than his older colleagues. Andrew
continues to devote much of his time to pro bono
through his outstanding work with the South
West London Law Centre in Wandsworth.”
Joint Heads of Chambers,
11KBW

“Andrew has been a highly effective Chair of
the Employment Legal Advice Network for
over five years. During this time, he has been
proactively sharing his wealth of experience and
connections to ensure that frontline organisations
(providing employment rights advice) are aware
of pro-bono opportunities that would enhance
their work, as well as encouraging creative
ways for the pro-bono community to support
them to address challenging issues arising from
employment rights abuse. What’s more, he has
done all this with a smile and a ‘can-do’ approach,
which makes such a difference.”
Sioned Churchill,
Director of Grants, Trust for London

“Andrew has worked tirelessly to improve
employment advice services in London.
For over five years, he has chaired ELAN
(for Trust for London) and done a lot of work
between meetings. This includes working with
advice agencies to find out their needs and how
to help resolve them, linking advice agencies
so they can work together collaboratively,
contributing to consultation papers submitted
by ELAN and coming up with ideas about how
to improve advice services. He has been very
much a champion of pro bono and contributed
hugely to the pro bono community.”
Camilla Palmer QC (Hon)
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Past winners of the
Bar Pro Bono Awards
2018
Young Pro Bono Barrister of the Year
Winner: Marianne Alton
Lincoln House Chambers & Evolve
Junior Pro Bono Barrister of the Year
Winner: Sarah Keogh
Old Square Chambers
Highly commended: Toby Brown,
South Square and Rebecca Murray,
Temple Tax
Pro Bono QC of the Year
Winner: Deirdre Fottrell QC
1GC|Family Law

Pro Bono Chambers’
Staff Member of the Year
Winner: Deborah Anderson
Practice Director, Hardwicke Chambers
Pro Bono Innovation of the Year
Winner: Pro Bono Connect
Pro Bono Chambers of the Year
Winner: Cloisters Chambers
Lifetime Achievement in Pro Bono,
the Sydney Elland Goldsmith Award
Winner: Patrick O’Connor QC
Doughty Street Chambers

International Pro Bono
Barrister of the Year
Winner: Kirsty Brimelow QC
Doughty Street Chambers and
Bar Human Rights Committee

The Sir Henry Brooke Award
Winner: Sir Henry Brooke (posthumously

Employed Pro Bono Barrister of the Year
Winner: Daria Gleyze
Law Commission
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Past winners of the
Bar Pro Bono Award
Winners in previous years:
2017 Tanya Murshed

2004 Andrew Hall QC

2016 John Collins

2003 John Horan

2015 Joe Middleton

2002 Samantha Knights QC

2014 Monika Sobiecki

2001 Simon Michael

2013 Sarah Hannett

2000 Daniel Leader
and Philippa Page

2012 Alison Gurden
1999 Doughty Street Chambers
2011 Shereener Browne
1998 Two Garden Court Chambers
2010 Maria Scotland
1997 Judith Farbey QC
2009 Andrew Walker QC
2008 Access to Justice in
Afghanistan Project Team
2007 Guy Opperman MP
2006 Michael Fordham QC
2005 The Rt Hon Keir Starmer
KCB QC MP
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For more information about or to donate
to support the work of Advocate, please visit
the website at www.weareadvocate.org.uk
or contact us as below:
Advocate, The National Pro Bono Centre
48 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1JF
E: enquiries@weareadvocate.org.uk
T: 020 7092 3961

Registered Charity Number: 1057620
Advocate brand and 2019 awards brochure
designed and produced by BothAssociates
www.bothassociates.com
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